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short introduction + a lot of examples
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w 1. Main questions regarding memory culture

2. Holocaust memorial culture in Serbia: historical overview

3. Case studies and analyses: Holocaust-related memory spaces in 

Serbia

Modality Discursive key

a. Monumental culture a. Narrational point of view

b. Countermonumental culture b. Representational point of view

Significance for 

education



How to grasp the 

complexity of 

memorial 

culture?

 Different disciplinary approaches

 Whose memory? representational memory

 How is it told?  narrational memory 

 Memory or rememberance?

 Political, cultural & communicative memory (Halbwachs, 1950) 

 Memory transmission/memory communication (Debray, 1996)



Holocaust memorial culture in Serbia:  

a complex rememberance map

1. Historical and 
political context of 
the times of the 

Holocaust in 
present Serbia

2. Yugoslav 
socialist period & 

collective identities

3. After 1990: 
adding, layering, 

overwriting

4. Post-2000 
memory culture: 
renovation and 
religion-related 

additions

5. Contemporary 
practices in the 

Holocaust 
memorialization



Holocaust memorial culture in Serbia: 
case studies and examples:

Places of public rememberance

Belgrade/Jajinci

Jabuka

Zasavica

Novi Sad

Niš

Kragujevac

Places of communal rememberance

Belgrade

Novi Sad

Kanjiža

(Re)created places, places in its 

dissemination and activity, 

contemporary initiatives

Newer countermonumental practices

Educational spaces

Disseminational spaces

Digital places

Creating places as lived experiences

1

3

2



Places of public rememberance







Placed on 22 April, Day of Holocaust and genocide victims 

(exists from 1992!)



Bodnarov & Kabiljo 1951.

Dolinar (1954-1959)



Unveiled on Oct 1st, 44 years since 

Liberation of Belgrade







Opened on 25th anniversary of the Allied Liberation of 

the camp (Oct 5)





U
nveiled on 22 N

ov, 40 years since the onset of executions



U
nveiled on 22 N

ov, 40 years since the onset of executions







1963, Ivan Sabolić





The Family, Jovan Soldatović 1971.



Miodrag Živković, 1963

Milorad Zorbić, 1991

Nandor Glid, 100 for 1, 1980



Places of communal rememberance



Nandor Glid, 1990



Zoran Jovanović, 2014



Bogdan Bogdanović, 1952



Bogdan Bogdanović, 1952



Bogdan Bogdanović, 1952



Anri Meshulam, 1959



Artist unknown, 1948Dejan Bešlin, 1952



(Re)created places, 

places in dissemination and activity,

contemporary initiatives



Stolperstein,

Initiative of Haver Serbia 

2018 first initiative

2021 first stone (Zrenjanin, Novi Bečej)

2022 Belgrade (10 stones, 5 locations, 4 families)



•Testimony-based learning

•Creative, artistic, and educational workshops

•Walking tours

•Exhibitions

•Graphic novels and comics

•Digital storytelling and mapping



Museum Exhibitions as Monuments of Holocaust Remembrance?

 Jewish Historical Museum

 Museum of Genocide Victims

 Museum of Vojvodina (Novi Sad)

 National Museum Šabac

 Museum 21 October (Kragujevac)

 A monument that changes and evolves with its 

currators and its audience

 Fact-based learning

 Embodied learning



Sources:

 Bergson, Henri [1988]. Matter and Memory. New York: Zone.

 Debray, Régis [1996]. Media Manifestos: On the Technological Transmission of Cultural Forms. London/New York: Verso.

 Levi, Aleksandar [1954] Spomenici Jevrejima borcima i žrtvama fašizma [Memorials to the Jews victims of fascism]. Jevrejski almanah [Jewish almanac]. Beograd: Savez 
jevrejskih opština Jugoslavije [Federation of Jewish Communitues in Jugoslavia],117-122

 Pisarri, Milovan [2017] Staro Sajmište: Bitka oko Istorije. Mašina. https://www.masina.rs/staro-sajmiste-bitka-oko-istorije/, accessed July 2025

 Popescu, Diana I. [2015] Introduction: Memory and Imagination in the Post-Witness Era. Revisiting Holocaust Representation in the Post-Witness Era. London: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 1-7

 Stevanović, Nina [2017] Architectural Heritage of Yugoslav-Socialist Character: Ideology, Memory, and Identity. PhD dissertation. Barcelona: Universidad Politecnica de 
Catalunya.

 Stipić, Davor [2021] Spomenici žrtvama Holokausta u socijalističkoj Jugoslaviji 1945-1991. Lecture. https://jevrejskadigitalnabiblioteka.rs/handle/123456789/1744, accessed 
June 2025

 Young, James E. [1993] The Texture of Memory: Holocaust Memorials and Meaning. New Haven: Yale University Press.

 Young, James E. [2015] Countermonuments as Spaces for Deep Memory. Revisiting Holocaust Representation in the Post-Witness Era. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 44-52

 Web bases:

 https://cja.huji.ac.il/browser.php, accessed June/July 2025

 https://memorijalnicentar.rs/, accessed June/July 2025

 https://www.jevrejskadigitalnabiblioteka.rs, accessed June/July 2025

 https://www.spomenikdatabase.org/, accessed June/July 2025

https://cja.huji.ac.il/browser.php
https://memorijalnicentar.rs/
https://www.jevrejskadigitalnabiblioteka.rs/
https://www.spomenikdatabase.org/


Thank you!

# Questions

# Further discussions            

# Reflections

# Your examples

are 

welcome!
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